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Every October since I have been editor I have wanted to include U2’s song 
“October” as the quote at the bottom of this page. And every October I have 
chickened out because half of you won’t have heard of the Irish rock band, U2 and 
a quarter of you will turn the page in disgust. They are a bit of a Marmite band 
– you either love them or hate them.  There is also the question of what the song 
actually means.  Some say it reflects the spiritual turmoil of the band members 
as they questioned whether being part of a rock band was consistent with their 
Christian beliefs.  Others say it is about the death of Bono’s mother or it’s an image 
about the defects in society in the 1980’s.  Who knows?  

Perhaps that’s why I’m a bit of a philistine when it comes to poetry. I’m often 
unsure what the poet is getting at and I sometimes wonder whether they are just 
having a laugh at our expense, a bit like the artists who paint a canvas with two 
blocks of colour and sell it for thousands of pounds. I like e e cummings’s maggie 
and milly and molly and may* because I understand it (I think), but I’ve no idea 
what Seamus Heaney is trying to say in North.   I’m sure there are some English 
graduates out there who can enlighten me.  You can read both of these poems 
on page 19, and I do recommend you listen to U2’s October if you have access to 
YouTube. It’s very lyrical, even if the words are ambiguous.

Anyway, the reason for all this rambling is to ask whether you have any favourite 
quotes, sayings, poems or proverbs you would like to share? They can be funny, 
famous, thoughtful, inspiring. It may be a poem you remember from school many 
years ago, or a quote from a sportsman that has inspired you.  There’s some great 
stuff out there and it would be lovely if you could share some of your favourites 
so I can include them in future magazines. Failing that, U2 have written 436 
songs…... you have been warned!

There’s some useful information in the magazine this month. On page 11 we have 
news from Clift Surgery about flu jabs, and the Parish Council has an update on 
planning on page 21. If you are feeling nostalgic about how Bramley looked before 
the developers took over then turn to page 20 for some photos collated by John 
Stubbs. If you like animals be sure to check out the winners of the Bramley Show 
pet competition on page 17.  Chicken is my favourite. One of the other categories in 
the Show was creative writing, and the winning entry in the poetry section is also 
printed on page 19.   I enjoyed that one, so perhaps there is hope for me yet!

I’ll end with a quote from the late Diana Rigg - The older you get, I have to say, 
the funnier you find life. That’s the only way to go.

Best Wishes

Rachel

Rachel Barclay Smith, Editor

*that’s not a typo – he didn’t always bother with capital letters!

October
October

And the trees are stripped bare
Of all they wear
What do I care?

October
And kingdoms rise
And kingdoms fall

But you go on
And on 

Bono and The Edge, U2
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We have 41 years experience and can offer the following services at a competitive price:
• Boiler Upgrades
• Plumbing Services – including bathroom installations
• Heating Systems
• Fault Finding
• Power Flushing
• Kitchen Installations
• Extensions & Alterations

From changing a tap washer to extending your house no job is too big or too small
No call out charge
Please contact us on:
07774 140325 Phil Leaver
07879 553210 Dan Leaver

PLUMBING HEATING  
& BUILDING SERVICES
Oil, Solid Fuel, Natural Gas & LPG installations
Gas Safe Registration No 74691
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CHURCH SERVICES

Church opening
The church is now open for a limited number of days 
and hours for people to be able to come in for private 
prayer.  It will still be essential that anyone who uses 
it observes all the Government’s social distancing 
requirements.  Because this is something of a moving 
target, as the guidelines change quite frequently, 
anyone wanting to do this should check the church 
website (www.stjamesbramley.com) and Facebook 
for days and times when it will be open.

Notes: For all in person Church Services, you 
need to book in with Steve Day the Parish 
Administrator. This is to ensure the numbers 
do not go over our capacity restrictions 
due to Social Distancing.  For attending the 
Zoom services for the first time, you should 
also contact Steve to be added on the email 
distribution list for the Zoom dial in details. 
Steve can be contacted on 07341 552732 or by 
email Crosshousebramley@gmail.com. 

Church diary for October…

4th 17th Sunday after Trinity
9:00 Matins (BCP) - St James Church
10:30 St James Virtual Service on Zoom 

11th 18th Sunday after Trinity
9:00 Holy Communion – St James Church
10:30 St James Virtual Service on Zoom

18th  19th Sunday after Trinity
9:00 Morning Worship – St James Church 
10:30 St James Virtual Service on Zoom

25th  20th Sunday after Trinity
9:00 Holy Communion – St James Church
10:30 St James Virtual Service on Zoom

… and into November

1st   All Saints Day
9:00 Matins (BCP) - St James Church
10:30 St James Virtual Service on Zoom 

8th Remembrance Sunday
10:30 Remembrance Sunday - St James Church 

Simultaneous Broadcast on Zoom

15th  2nd Sunday before Advent
9:00 Holy Communion – St James Church 
10:30 St James Virtual Service on Zoom

Wanted 
More Magazine Deliverers!
Could you spare an hour or so a month to 

deliver the Bramley Magazine?
We need deliverers for: 
• Beckett Gardens 
• Hills Way 
• Garside Close

Please contact  
editor@bramleymagazine.org.uk  
for more details. Thank you

And a very big thank you to the previous 
deliverer, Fiona, who leaves us to take on 
an even bigger delivery – her first child! 
Congratulations from the magazine team.
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“Hitler overruled his generals, and 
halted his armoured columns ten 
miles from Dunkirk, relying, Churchill 
believed, on air power to annihilate the 
British Army. On Tuesday May 28th, 
however, a huge storm hit Flanders, 
grounding the Luftwaffe, and allowing 
the British troops to scamper, largely 
unharried, to the beaches. Despite the 
Flanders storm, an uncharacteristic 
calm settled over the Channel, 
enabling the armada of smaller ships 
to make the crossing. Over 335,000 
men got back to Britain: ten times the 
original estimate.

“A day of National Thanksgiving was 
declared for June 9th.  C.B. Mortlock, 
writing in The Daily Telegraph,  
said: ‘the prayers of the nation  
were answered.’ ”

As Christians, we don’t have any 
better human answers than anyone 
else to the huge issues that we all face 
– locally, nationally, globally.  There 
don’t seem to be any straightforward 
solutions, and at a human level we are 
helpless.  But the Psalm tells us that 
time and again, God “delivered them 
from their distress” – and He is no less 
able to do that today than when the 
Psalmist first wrote those words.  The 
question is, will we be humble enough 
to acknowledge our powerlessness and 
pray for God’s help?

As a church here in Bramley, we’ve 
started meeting on Zoom every Friday 
evening for just half an hour, in order 
to pray together for our community, 
for the country and for the world.   We 
humans are quite clearly making a total 
mess of running this world, and we need 
God’s help to straighten things out.  
Anyone who’d like to join us in praying 
is welcome to do so – just make contact 
with any of us, using the details shown 
elsewhere in the Magazine.  

God is more than able to come to the 
rescue of this world that He loves; but 
we have to be willing to ask for His 
help.  A verse in the Old Testament 
says it all: “If my people will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then 
I will hear from heaven, and I will 
forgive their sin and will heal their 
land.”  That’s a promise to hold onto.  
It’s a promise God will keep – if. 

How on earth do we respond to all this 
without giving way to despair at the 
fact that we are helpless in the face of 
such huge issues?  

When I ask myself questions like that, I 
turn to the Bible for answers, and I find 
guidance in one of the Psalms, number 
107.  The writer describes a series of 
events in his people’s history, where 
things had fallen apart and they faced 
ruin and despair: “Some wandered in 
desert wastelands, finding no way to 
a city where they could settle.  They 
were hungry and thirsty and their lives 
ebbed away… Some sat in darkness, 
in utter darkness, prisoners suffering 
in iron chains…  Some became fools 
through their rebellious ways and 
suffered affliction because of their 
iniquities…  Some went out on the sea 
in ships; they were merchants on the 
mighty waters… a tempest lifted high 
the waves… in their peril, their courage 
melted away…”  The answer, over and 
over, was the same: “They cried out 
to the Lord in their trouble and he 
delivered them from their distress.”  

Three years or so ago, I described what 
actually happened around the time of 
Dunkirk, at the start of World War II.  
I quoted my friend, Mark Greene, of 
the London Institute of Contemporary 
Christianity, writing in a blog: “So 
convinced were the military that 
disaster was inevitable [at Dunkirk] 
that King George called the nation to a 
National Day of Prayer on Sunday May 
26th. Millions responded. The Daily 
Sketch claimed, ‘Nothing like it has 
ever happened before’.

“There followed a series of ‘fortunate’ 
events.

ON REFLECTION

As I write this, we’re 
enjoying yet another 
warm – even hot! 

– September day, a real 
experience of Indian summer.  
But of course, we all know 
from experience that sooner 
or later, this wonderful 
weather is going to give way 
to autumn gales and the 
claggy footpaths and the 
umbrellas blown inside out.            

Maybe as you read this, it’s already 
happening.  That’s normal life in the 
British Isles, isn’t it?  And there’s not 
a thing we can do about it, any more 
than we could stop the rain falling 
almost continually in February or the 
sun shining on most days from April 
until now.  The big question, of course, 
is how we respond to it, since we can’t 
do anything about it.

And that is also the big question when 
it comes to all the other things that 
you and I can’t do much about.  Sir 
David Attenborough warns us about 
the impending extinction of many 
species over the next 30 years.  Climate 
change marches inexorably on, with 
parts of the Arctic ice-shelf breaking 
off in the last day or two.  The wildfires 
in the Northwest United States have 
devoured 5 million acres and countless 
homes.  Our own family in California 
tells us that the air quality index 
there (which in Bramley sits at 2) is 
registering 193 today – classified as 
“Unhealthy”.  They’re not kidding.

Politically, our hands feel equally 
tied.  Brexit is back in the headlines, 
with the negotiators on both sides 
clashing in a war of words and values.  
The government’s handling of the 
pandemic seems increasingly less sure-
footed, imposing ever more draconian 
measures, with increasingly negative 
results.  Unemployment growth is 
looming.  The election prospects in 
the United States are not reassuring; I 
wouldn’t want to have to choose, based 
on their track records, between Donald 
Trump and Joe Biden.  And as for the 
global economy, it’s reported to be in the 
worst shape since the Great Depression.  

Rev’d John Lenton



8

friends surprised her with a socially 
distanced rendition of Happy Birthday. 

BM: I believe you and Joe met in 
Bramley - what do you both like most 
about living here?

EL: We both love how there are so 
many beautiful places nearby and 
there is a real sense of community.  I 
think we’ve gotten to know the village 
and our neighbours a lot more during 
the pandemic and feel even more at 
home here now.  It’s great to go for 
a walk and bump into a friendly face 
wherever you go. 

If you’ve been inspired by El’s ‘Brave 
the Shave’ to donate, please visit: 

https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/elbravestheshave

If you’d like to know more about 
fibromyalgia then see: https:// 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/fibromyalgia/

Lockdown meant home 
haircuts for many of us, 
but Eleanor and Joe 

Larkin took that to a whole new 
level – for a very special reason.        

Bramley Magazine (BM)
Eleanor, you’ve just asked your 
husband, Joe, to shave off ALL your 
hair – why? 

Eleanor Larkin (EL) 
I think, sadly, that pretty much 
everyone I know has been touched 
by cancer.  I lost my Dad in 2011, my 
Nana in 2015 and Joe lost his Mum in 
November last year.  I wanted to do 
something positive to raise money for 
Cancer Research UK. I decided that 
shaving my head would be an easy if 
somewhat drastic way to get people 
to donate.  I’ve been so touched with 
all the support from everyone and I 
managed to raise over £1,500, which 
I’m very proud of.  Joe was a very good 
barber, so much so that I’ve decided 
to keep the new ‘do’ - so he’s now on 
permanent clipper duty!

BM: I believe raising awareness about 
another illness is also very dear to 
your heart?

EL:  Yes, I have Fibromyalgia.  I think 
it’s still a fairly unknown and often 
misunderstood condition.  It causes 
so many symptoms like chronic pain, 
fatigue, brain fog and is life altering 
which makes it very hard to manage.  
It took almost four years to get a 
diagnosis, which was very hard.  I’m 
lucky to have a lot of support from Joe. 
It has taken me a while to accept my 
limitations and I’m currently trying 
various alternative therapies to help 
my quality of life. 

MEET THE NEIGHBOURS

Going……..                                                                              going……….                                                                                 gone!

BM: You’re both clearly very creative 
and community minded, what else 
keeps you and Joe busy? 

EL: As well as day jobs we both run 
small businesses; ‘Cupper Joe’ is 
a pop-up coffee shop for events and 
‘Fudgin El’ makes treats for weddings.  
But things have been difficult during 
the pandemic so we will have to see 
what the future holds when it comes to 
starting back up. 

I’ve always loved singing and have 
performed often with local musician 
James Parkin. Joe has recently started a 
couch to 5k which he is really enjoying. 

As well as all that we have two children, 
Lily (5) and Leo (18 months) who keep 
us very busy! 

BM: How has lockdown been for you all?

EL: I think we’ve been fairly lucky to 
have had a quiet lockdown.  Home 
schooling was challenging with a 
toddler around, but we got through it.  
We made some very special memories 
including Lily’s 5th birthday when her 

Eleanor with husband, Joe, after she braved  
the shave

What am I doing?!
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OUR COMMUNITY
Songs of Praise 
We have some very clever people at St 
James who are able to download songs 
and hymns that we can sing along 
to during our Zoom church services.  
Fortunately, we are all muted so we 
don’t have the problem of some people 
starting the last line when everyone 
else has finished. We’ve been able to 
sing lots of our favourite hymns, but 
I must admit it hasn’t been as good 
as singing together in church.  Once 
services started up again I hoped we 
would be able to sing properly, but 
apparently germs travel even further 
when you are trying to reach the high 
notes of Love Divine or Guide Me, 
O Thou Great Redeemer, so all we 
are allowed to do is hum or sing very 
quietly into our face masks.

It was therefore a special treat to be 
able to sing out loud at Clift Meadow 
during our annual Songs of Praise 
service in September.  Family groups 
and bubbles were kept well apart from 
each other as we belted out some of our 
favourite songs. Ken, Judith, Ruth and 
Steve made sure we kept in tune and 
the sun shone down on us. We missed 

John and Ann Lenton, who were quarantining after a holiday in France, but Rev’d 
Stephen Ball kindly stepped in to lead the service and Alison Jones gave the talk.

Thank you to everyone who made it such a special occasion.
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Learn about fostering over a ‘Cuppa 
with a Carer’
Hampshire County Council is inviting anyone interested 
in fostering to grab a cuppa and sit down with the 
experts to find out what it is really like. Throughout 
October experienced foster carers will be hosting virtual 
question and answer sessions where they share their 
experiences with anyone wanting to know more.

Hants.gov.uk/fostering 
01489 587052

Update from Bramley Church of 
England Primary School 
We were thrilled to welcome back all pupils in September 
after what seemed like a lifetime at home! The atmosphere 
in the school on the first day back was fantastic. Staff all 
commented on how lovely it was to have the sound of 
learning and laughter filling the corridors once again. 
Although we have had to put in some new measures, we 
have tried as hard as possible to keep school feeling as 
normal as possible in these strange times. Children are now 
in year group ‘bubbles’ to limit risk and have staggered start 
and finish times to keep the people on school grounds to a 
minimum. Our lunch staff run staggered lunchtimes with 
military precision, making sure everyone is well fed and 
gets some time outside in the fresh air with their friends 
from their bubble. Subjects are now blocked so that we 
are able to share resources safely, taking into account a 
quarantine period. All of these measures have meant we are 
able to continue to provide exciting and engaging learning 
opportunities across the school this half term!

In the first week back, as part of their Volcanoes topic, 
year four made their own fantastic volcanoes, which 
even erupted! Our year ones have been learning about 
Superheroes this half term and have focused on ‘real life 
heroes’, thinking about the amazing keyworkers who help us 
so much every day, but particularly so during recent times. 
Our year threes have been looking at the Victorians and 
enjoyed a Victorian themed day of activities to kick start 
their learning back in September. Year five have got stuck 
into The Stone Age, making roundhouses and enjoying a 
visit from a Stone Age expert. Exciting Explorers is the focus 
for our year sixes and further down the school in year two 
they have been investigating The Great Fire of London and 
why it began, even building their own houses!

The whole school have benefitted from amazing Relax Kids 
sessions. These would normally take place face to face and 
therefore only be available for a small number of children 
in school. However, we are now all getting the benefit of 
these sessions being rolled out across the school via Zoom. 
The children are loving learning the techniques to help keep 
them calm and relaxed. The teachers are loving it too!

Pre lockdown, a highlight of our school week was always 
our celebration assemblies. Each Friday morning we would 
all gather together in the hall to celebrate children who had 
wowed their teachers that week. We haven’t let the new 
restrictions stop us celebrating these achievements and we 
have been enjoying our new Zoom celebration assemblies 
instead. Mr Moore runs these from his office and each 
class tunes in from their classroom to hear all about the 
wonderful things the children have been doing around 

OUR COMMUNITY

school. We have the odd technical hitch here and there, but 
that’s what makes them so great!

Steve Moore  
Head of School

One of the erupting volcanoes!
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OUR COMMUNITY

FLU VACCINATIONS AT THE CLIFT 
SURGERY 2020/2021
This year we have more local people than ever before 
to vaccinate and we need your help to make sure that 
we vaccinate people quickly, efficiently and most 
importantly, safely.

Having a flu jab will not stop you catching COVID-19 
but it will help to prevent you catching flu, which can 
cause serious illness itself.  If our hospitals are busy 
treating patients with COVID-19, we want to try and 
stop them having to cope with a flu epidemic at the 
same time.

We have begun our flu vaccination campaign 
already: text message invites have already gone 
out to cover our 65 and over cohort, and our first 
Saturday clinic is fully booked.  If you have been 
unable to book into this clinic please do not panic 
as there will be more vaccines delivered in October, 
along with more clinic availability.  As more vaccines 
become available we will continue to contact every 
patient entitled to a flu vaccination to let them know 
how to book and when and where they need to 
attend to have their vaccination.

If you would like more information about this 
season’s programme and to find out if you are in the 
Target Group, please visit:

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/flu-
influenza-vaccine/

PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE PRACTICE 
(OUR PHONES ARE BUSY ENOUGH AT 
THE BEST OF TIMES!!)  - VISIT THE LINK 
ABOVE OR, IF YOUR QUESTIONS ARE STILL 
NOT ANSWERED, SEND US AN EMAIL – 
reception.clift@nhs.net 

This is what we need you to do to help: - 

• Try hard to keep your appointment as this will 
ensure that we can spread the load and keep 
everyone safe.

• Do not attend if you, or anyone who lives with you, 
are unwell with a temperature, new cough, new 
breathlessness or a loss of taste or smell.

• To avoid car parking problems please walk if you 
can, or be dropped off.  Please be mindful of the 
narrow nature of Minchens Lane and do not park 
down the lane. 

• Wear a face covering to your appointment.
• Follow the direction of the staff to ensure you that 

you are at a safe distance.
• Come only with others who are being vaccinated at 

the same time to reduce the number of people in 
the building unnecessarily. 

• Wear clothing that allows you to bare your upper 
arm quickly.  

• As soon as you have been vaccinated please leave – 
no stopping to chat this year!

THANK YOU FOR WORKING TOGETHER 
WITH US TO GET EVERYONE VACCINATED 
AS QUICKLY AND AS SAFELY AS POSSIBLE.

News from the Village Hall 

‘Young Trustee’
Some of you may recall a piece published in the Bramley 
Magazine in early 2019 about the proposal to create a role for 
a ‘Young Trustee’  on the Village Hall Trustees Committee. To 
recap, a few years ago, the Government commissioned some 
work on charity governance and the make-up of Trustee bodies; 
the report (by the Charities Aid Foundation, CAF) identified 
that nationally over two-thirds of Trustees of charities were 
aged over 50 and that only 2% of Trustees fell into the 18-24 
age group. Since then, the Government and many charities have 
been working to encourage younger people to get involved in 
Trustee boards through the Young Trustees Scheme. 

Bramley Village Hall Trustees were keen to support this 
scheme and were delighted when Lars Smallbone volunteered 
to be our first ‘Young Trustee’ in June 2019. Lars worked with 
us during the refurbishment project and the construction of 
the Hall extension, interviewing the builder, reporting on the 
sustainability aspects of the build and helping with the official 
opening of the new space. Unfortunately, the pandemic drew 
a halt to some of the activities we had planned for Lars, but he 
continued to be a diligent member of the Committee, attending 
meetings via video link and offering input to our thinking 
about issues and problems. 

Having Lars as a ‘Young Trustee’ has been a great success and 
now he’s off to university.  Asked what he thought he got from 
being a ‘Young Trustee,’ Lars said: ‘I think the primary gain 
was a real sense of participation in and contribution to the 
local community, something that I could really be proud of. 
Additionally, it gave me insight into the workings of local 
committees and how they interact with local government 
which was something I wrote about in my personal statement.’

As a result of Lars’ departure, we have a vacancy which we 
are keen to fill and we would be happy to accept two people, 
aged at least 17 (to turn 18 during the year ahead). They will 
be mentored by current Trustees and will have specific roles 
and projects (such as working with the media, developing our 
communications and working with new community groups 
just starting up). Some more formal training opportunities 
may be available. If you are, or know someone who is, aged 
17-24,  interested in supporting the local community and 
can spare at least one evening per month and a few hours 
occasionally for some project work, then please contact me at 
chairman@bvht.org.uk

The Car Park Project
In early August we were pleased to hear from Basingstoke 
and Deane Borough Council that our planning application for 
works at the Village Hall car park had been approved. This 
means that the installation of a new Sustainable Drainage 
System (SUDS), replacement of the old drains from the 
Village Hall and re-surfacing of the car park can now move 
forward. We have a budget from the Borough Council using 
funds provided by local housing developers under the Section 
106 arrangements and we have instructed a firm of architects 
to manage a tender competition to appoint contractors and 
to manage the project to completion. The installation of the 
SUDS won’t take place until next year and will entail some 
significant excavations in the car park. I’ll let you know when 
a contractor has been appointed and the timeframe agreed for 
the works to take place.

Gareth Jones

Chairman, Bramley Village Hall Trust
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Work 
I recently joined a Facebook group, 
‘Basingstoke’s Past by Photos’.  It consists of 
many old photos, commented on by people 
who share their memories about particular 
places.  One picture caught my eye, the one 
accompanying this article.  The two buildings 
on the left are, respectively, the Civil Service 
Commission (just squeezing in on the left) and 
then Alencon House, one of several IBM offices 
in Basingstoke.  The former is now demolished 
and replaced by an apartment block, and the 
latter has been converted to apartments.  They 
are both very significant in my working life.  

Back in 1974, looking for a first ‘proper’ job, I 
sent an application to the Civil Service, to this 
very building, and that resulted eventually in my 
first job at the Ministry of Defence, in which I was 
trained in computer programming.  Many years 
later I found myself working for IBM, in an office 
in Alencon House overlooking the demolition of 
the Civil Service Commission.  The site is now 
occupied by an apartment block, with a Health 
Centre down below.  My IBM office has also been 
converted into apartments.  So, the two buildings 
are more or less the start and end brackets 
around most of my career.  

This set me thinking about work in general.  I realised 
that actually I have had a job of some sort for all of my 
life since the age of 13.  In the 1960s you could do a 
paper round at that age, and in fact my brother started 
before that age because no one really checked these 
things.  It was a very free and easy age, which would 
horrify the present generation I suspect.  I remember 
being out in the early mornings before school, in 
darkness because the government in the late 1960s 
experimented with leaving the country on British 
Summer Time all year.  Daylight did not come until 
8.00am in midwinter.      

On coming home in vacations from university I worked 
on the ‘Christmas Post’, as it was called.  I had to sign 
the Official Secrets Act to work on the post, because the 
Royal Mail (so I was told) is in the service of the Queen.  
I signed it three times: two for the post, and once in my 
Ministry of Defence job.  I believe I am still bound by 
its terms, and should declare to the Ministry if I ever go 
behind the Iron Curtain.  How times change! 

In the summer I worked in the holiday camp near 
where my family lived, doing cleaning, emptying bins, 
and working behind the bar in the evenings.  After 
university I again worked as a summer holiday relief 
for the Dundee Department of Cleansing, sweeping 
the Perth Road, and being promoted to riding the bin 
lorries.  Onwards and upwards, I next moved to the 
Michelin Tyre Company and I put tyres through the 
X-ray machine in the quality control department for a 
few months until I decided I really should get a ‘proper’ 
job.  Hence the application to the Civil Service.   

Having ‘retired’ from IBM, I settled down to do some 
consultancy work for a few months.  Ten years later I 
am still doing it.  What have I learned in my 53 years of 
work, so far?  I haven’t really had time to think about it.  
Maybe I’ll take a month off soon, if I can spare the time! 

Michael Luck

LIFESTYLE
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Dear Bramley Magazine Readers 
You’ve all read about the activities, badges and challenges 
we’ve organised over the past few weeks, months and years. 
We’ve had loads of fun, yet this is only possible because 
of our amazing team of volunteers. Unfortunately, as with 
many charities at the moment, we find ourselves facing 
some of the toughest times we’ve ever seen. Therefore, we 
are – now more than ever – in need of some brilliant adults 
to help out in a wide variety of roles. Please bear in mind 
that if you don’t feel the below roles suit you, but would still 
like to volunteer your time, we still want you! If you’d like 
to help lead our young people at weekly section meetings 
(in Beavers, Cubs or Scouts), or have experience in media 
and communications, HR, legal or any other profession 
please get in touch with our Treasurer Jodie: Jodie@
bramley-scouts.org.uk for more details. 

We are looking for some key members of our Committee 
to help support our mission to provide a fun and friendly 
environment for young people to develop “Skills For Life” 
(our new motto). 

We’re especially on the hunt for a Chairperson to lead the 
committee and act as a “critical friend” and helping hand to 
our Group leadership. No previous Scouting experience is 
necessary at all, just sound judgement and an ability to lead 
adults through these unprecedented times (legal, financial or 
management experience would be a great help). 

LIFESTYLE

We’re also looking for a Group Secretary to provide 
support to the committee, take minutes at meetings 
and help ensure that we maintain clear communication 
throughout the Group.  

For all comments, questions and enquiries, please 
contact: Jodie@bramley-scouts.org.uk   

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Harrison Gorst  
District Youth Commissioner 
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All Seasons
Window
Cleaning

Reliably serving the 
community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •

• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •

• Conservatory roof cleaning •

• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 
01256 353727

Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com

Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Christmas Shop  Decorations  Gifts 
Festive Tablewear  Wreaths  Lights

 Arti�cial Christmas Trees
From late November freshly cut Christmas Trees

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook
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Bramley WI 
This month we managed to get together at Clift Meadow for 
a picnic lunch. It was great to meet again as some of us had 
not seen each other for nearly six months. The weather was 
kind to us and we all sat two metres apart in our own chairs. 
We had at least two-thirds of our members there and all had 
a good laugh and a chat.

The committee was going to try and arrange something 
for next month but obviously, with the new regulations 
coming in, we do not know if this will be possible. Part of 
my role is to arrange the speakers and events and it is very 

sad when you have to cancel. It’s a very strange world we 
live in at the moment.

Take care and keep safe everyone

Jane Matthews
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BRAMLEY SHOW

(Top) View of Bramley – First prize: Stanley Orris McArthur

(Middle) View of Bramley – Second prize: Jan Wright

(Bottom) View of Bramley – Third prize: June Dawe

Pets, Photos and we 
had a show! An online 
Village Show was a bit of 

a challenge, but the committee 
rose to it and so did the village, 
as Sue Howell reports.    

All entries had to be photographed 
ready for the show judges and as well 
as the usual categories for gardening, 
flowers, crafts and cooking we 
extended the idea to a Virtual Pet 
Show and photos of Bramley. The 
last two classes were judged by the 
public and it was great to see so much 
village involvement. There were dogs, 
cats, hamsters, rabbits and tortoises 
and it was such fun to see much loved 
pets being introduced to everyone. 
The views of Bramley highlighted 
what a special place this is. Well done 
everyone.

The Creative Writing was particularly 
successful. What a great bunch of 
talented writers we have here! The 
winning story is on the website and the 
poem is on page 16.

Thank you to everyone who entered. 
Let’s hope we get a real show next year, 
but if not, we know we can do it online. 

Coming up: Bramley’s Christmas 
Online Show. We are doing it again! 
Here are some festive things to enter 
with some new classes. Details are 
on the Bramley Show web site www.
bramleyshow.org.uk 

I would definitely recommend a 
look at the Bramley show website. 
There’s lots to read there, including 
four thrilling instalments from the 
Legend of Fred’s legs, word searches 
and, of course, details of all this year’s 
Bramley Show winners.  I’m sure 
you’re all eager to know who won the 
prize for best tomatoes….    :-) 

Rachel
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BRAMLEY SHOW

(Above) First prize: Chalkie

(Far right) Second price: Eddie

Third prize: Chicken the hamster

These are the 
winners of the 
Pet Show, as 
voted for by you.
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The Poppy Appeal 2020
This year the Poppy Appeal will be a bit 
different for the Bramley and District Branch, 
as it will be across the UK.  The Royal British 
Legion has been planning for different 
scenarios, including full lockdown. At the time of writing, 
this is still in progress but the priorities are clear. 

• The safety of volunteers, staff and the public will be 
paramount.

• There will be an opportunity for everyone to donate 
and wear a poppy and to obtain and lay a wreath.

• There will be no house to house collections this year, 
for obvious social distancing reasons.

• Supermarkets, banks and others will be more involved 
in the distribution of poppies and the collection and 
banking of donations.

• There will be increased online availability of poppy items.
• School packs will continue as in previous years.

Volunteers from previous years who are in the vulnerable 
at-risk categories will not be allowed to take part, but those 
who are not in these categories will be able to participate in 
various ways, some of which are new this year.

That is all I know at this point – more guidance is coming 
in the near future.

Michael Luck: Deputy Poppy Appeal Organiser  

Rotary and the World Celebrate 

The Eradication of Polio in Africa
We are in the middle of a Covid 19 pandemic 

and are resting our hopes on a vaccination being 

developed quickly, so it was a timely reminder 

of other ongoing work on serious worldwide 

illness when it was declared, by the World Health 

Organisation on 25/8/2020, that Polio had been 

eradicated in Africa. Polio has long been a feared 

viral infection that mainly affects children and for 

which there is no cure. It causes nerve injury which 

leads to death or partial or full paralysis. Whilst the 

last outbreak of polio in the UK was in the 1970’s 

there are still many people in our country that live 

with the paralysing effects of this disease. British 

children are still routinely vaccinated against Polio 

and kept safe from infection. 

As a founding partner of the Global Polio Eradication 

Initiative, Rotary has reduced polio cases by 99.9 

percent since 1979.  We’ve helped immunise more 

than 2.5 billion children in 122 countries. So far, 

Rotary has contributed more than £1.4 billion toward 

eradicating the disease worldwide.

Today, polio remains endemic only in Afghanistan 

and Pakistan, but it’s crucial to continue working 

to keep other countries polio-free. If all eradication 

efforts stopped today, within 10 years, polio could 

paralyse as many as 200,000 children each year.

Lunch Club 
Unfortunately, after our very careful planning to 
ensure social distancing and sanitisation, we had 
to cancel our meeting in Cross House owing to 
the Government’s change of plans (again).

However, four members met for lunch at the Wellington Arms 
in Baughurst. The weather was still quite warm and we were 
able to enjoy the very nice food in the garden.

At present it seems that coffee mornings or pub lunches for 
some small groups will be the order of the day.

Looking forward, if all goes well and the situation improves, 
we may be able to meet at the Avenue Nursery at Lasham. 
Work is being carried out on the restaurant at the moment, 
but this should be reopened during October. Let us hope that 
in November we can meet up, enjoy a tasty lunch and do some 
early Christmas shopping!!!!

Keep well everyone. 
Freda Clark
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Congratulations to Rachel Walton for her winning entry in 
the Bramley Show poetry section. Here is her poem, together 
with the others referred to in my editorial and a few more, 

which will hopefully make you smile.

Struggling with an injury 
or persistent pain?  
Sport, occupational 
and lifestyle injury 
management 
specialists

Physiotherapy  Injury Assessment and Rehabilitation  Acupuncture  Sports Massage
Shockwave Therapy  Sports Therapy  Pre & Post Natal Physiotherapy

www.square-one.uk.com   Odiham | Hannington   01256 541515

The Wrong Road by Rachel Walton

‘This is the way,’ he always said, 
and without waiting strode ahead, 
knowing for certain that each time, 
I’d be sure to drag behind. 
Who the buoy, who the balloon, 
tethered as tide is to the moon. 

But that morning I drew a line,
dug in red slippers dulled by time, 
refused the sunbaked path he made, 
for the silent one in shade.
‘No, this is the way,’ I then said,
and trod the words out in my head. 

Unmoored in mud prints deep and wide, 
between the bent weeds on all sides,
I breathed in green, the musty warm,
In every nettle and every thorn. 
On his path there was no sound, 
mine had life built all around. 

•••••••••

The Elephant - anonymous

An elephant slept in his bunk,
And in slumber his chest rose and sunk.
But he snored — how he snored!
All the other beasts roared,
So his wife tied a knot in his trunk.

•••••••••

Snowball by Shel Silverstein 

I made myself a snowball
As perfect as could be
I thought I’d keep it as a pet
And let it sleep with me 
I made it some pyjamas
And a pillow for its head
Then last night it ran away, 
But first it wet the bed!

•••••••••

A word for Husbands by Ogden Nash

To keep your marriage brimming
With love in the loving cup
Whenever you’re wrong, admit it
And whenever you’re right, shut up.

•••••••••

maggie and milly and molly and may by e e cummings

maggie and milly and molly and may
went down to the beach (to play one day)
and maggie discovered a shell that sang
so sweetly she couldn’t remember her troubles, and
milly befriended a stranded star
whose rays five languid fingers were;
and molly was chased by a horrible thing
which raced sideways while blowing bubbles: and
may came home with a smooth round stone
as small as a world and as large as alone.
For whatever we lose (like a you or a me)
it’s always ourselves we find in the sea

North by Seamus Heaney

I returned to a long strand,
the hammered curve of a bay,   
and found only the secular
powers of the Atlantic thundering.

I faced the unmagical
invitations of Iceland,
the pathetic colonies
of Greenland, and suddenly

those fabulous raiders,
those lying in Orkney and Dublin   
measured against
their long swords rusting,

those in the solid
belly of stone ships,
those hacked and glinting
in the gravel of thawed streams

were ocean-deafened voices
warning me, lifted again
in violence and epiphany.
The longship’s swimming tongue

was buoyant with hindsight—
it said Thor’s hammer swung
to geography and trade,
thick-witted couplings and revenges,

the hatreds and behind-backs
of the althing, lies and women,   
exhaustions nominated peace,   
memory incubating the spilled blood.

It said, ‘Lie down
in the word-hoard, burrow   
the coil and gleam
of your furrowed brain.

Compose in darkness.   
Expect aurora borealis   
in the long foray
but no cascade of light.

Keep your eye clear
as the bleb of the icicle,
trust the feel of what nubbed treasure   
your hands have known.’
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Do you recognise any of these buildings?  Perhaps you even 
live in one of them. John Stubbs has a fascinating selection 
of photos going back to the C19th and these are just a 
selection of them. 

OLD BRAMLEY
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OUR COMMUNITY
Bramley Parish Council

Planning
As we leave the summer behind us, planning matters 
start to pick up.  The Planning Committee met virtually 
in September, and will continue to do so for the 
foreseeable future.

• One recent application of particular note in Bramley 
is 20/02113/ENSC, an application for screening for a 
proposed solar farm by the Bramley electricity substation 
at Bramley Frith.  Details of this can be found on 
the Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council planning 
portal https://planning.basingstoke.gov.uk/online-
applications/ .  This application is not for full planning 
permission at this stage, but is more to establish whether 
a full Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) should 
be carried out.  The Parish Council has met with the 
developers, and attended the public webinar, and has 
already highlighted some concerns with the proposals.  
Silchester Parish Council has also been involved, since the 
large site proposed is partially in Silchester Parish.  Both 
parishes have strongly requested that a full EIA is carried 
out.  As soon as the full planning application is available, 
we will of course let residents know via the website and 
social media.

• As some of you may be aware, the application for 12 
dwellings at Land South of Silchester Road, by Tudor Close 

(20/00319/FUL) was refused by the Borough Council over 
the summer.  The developer has appealed this decision, 
and Bramley PC has submitted further comments to the 
Planning Inspector in support of the refusal.  

• The final planning matter residents should be aware of 
is the appeal for a new vehicular and pedestrian access 
point at land adjacent to Clift Surgery (19/03100/FUL).  
This application was refused by the Borough earlier in 
the year, and appealed by the developer.  The Planning 
Inspector upheld the appeal, and has given planning 
permission for the new entrance, in spite of objections 
from the Parish Council and a number of residents.  The 
main point of contention was the creation of yet another 
junction in the vicinity of the surgery and Clift Meadow 
area, and the impact this would have on the road safety 
of Minchens Lane.  Sadly, HCC Highways did not object 
to the application, which weighed heavily in favour of 
the developer.  

Parish Council website 
The new Bramley Parish Website is now live – you can find 
this at www.bramley-pc.gov.uk .  

Parish Council meetings 
The Parish Council are not planning to hold physical face to 
face meetings for the foreseeable future, particularly with the 
latest Government ‘rule of six’ announcement.  We will be 
meeting virtually and we will be back to our regular meeting 
dates.  The full PC meetings are scheduled for 20 October, 
17 November, and 15 December, with Planning Committee 
meetings on 14 October, 11 November, and 9 December.  
Details of the meetings will be on the Parish Council website 
nearer the time and all residents are welcome to attend.  

As we head into the autumn and a possible second spike 
of Covid-19, we wish residents a safe month.  Updates on 
current Covid-19 guidelines can be found via the Parish 
Council website, as well as the Borough and County Council 
websites.  It can also, of course, be found here: https://www.
gov.uk/coronavirus 

Maxta Thomas

Clerk to Bramley Parish Council
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Cryptic Crossword No: 41
See page 31 for the answers.

Across

1 Room person likely to feel light at times. (8)
9 Galileo for example, a member of the eleventh symbol. (8)
10 Just or an entertainment venue. (4)
11 Cheer tot team to discover instrument. (12)
13 Band aunt likes to be plentiful. (8)
15 Old royal dane and invading navy beginning to decide in 

advance. (6)
16 Mountain or an obstacle to shipping. (4)
17 Included attendance to tango. (5)
18 Support or part of foot. (4)
20 Acorn etched into instrument. (6)
21 In a coma, bid to find country. (8)
23 Manufacturer of vehicles or trainers perhaps ? (12)
26 Hostelries at home with two points. (4)
27 Recipient of approval to end or see together. (8)
28 Small game reveals another. (8)

Down

2 Theatrical work and competent describes most deliveries to 
a batsman. (8)

3 Ice racing con for potential to cause ill health. (12)
4 Repeated word is mostly always nebulous though really 

annoying to start with. (6)
5 Label found in Vietnamese dictionary. (4)
6 Currency area for some, but not for us. (8)
7 Skirt out of kilter. (4)
8 Firmly establish French in ditch. (8)
12 Eve doing a run showing she is trying. (12)
14 Somewhere from Paris to Nice there has to be a pick-me-up. 

(5)
16 Vehicles normally pedalled. (8)
17 Information source some consider to be bad at sea. (8)
19 Clair in trouble with 'M' may become one of these. (8)
22 Average for gents to accept help backwards. (6)
24 Helps disease ? (4)
25 It employs a single piece. (4)

Each number represents a unique letter from the alphabet and 
all 26 letters are used. Two letters are given to make a start.

CROSSWORD/CODEWORD

CodeWord No: 28
See page 31 for the answers.
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Autumn Term at Little Apples
It has been lovely to see our 
Little Apples back, especially as 
we haven’t seen some of them 
since March. They have come 
back very happily and seem 
so grown up now. Naturally, 

we still have new 
procedures in place 
to protect children, 
staff and families 
and to minimise 
the risk of Covid 
transmission, but 
otherwise life here is 
starting to feel a bit 
more normal. The 
children have been 
picking the tomatoes 
from the plants 
we grew, learning 
about numbers and 

counting and how to recognise their own name.

We are thinking “All about me” this half term as the 
children get to know new friends and learn about 
themselves and their identities. The children will 
be involved in a range of activities to promote self-
awareness and to help identify and talk about the 
similarities and differences between us. We are also 
exploring the 
vocabulary, 
textures and 
colours of 
autumn and 
the effect 
the changing 
season has on 
our garden and 
its plants.

In our role 
play area we 
have a lovely 
shop with real vegetables and weighing scales to help 
develop an understanding of weights and measures. We 
will also be measuring ourselves against a height chart 
to see how much we have grown. With all this as well 
as our normal activities of books and songs, music and 
movement, craft and painting and much more besides, 
this promises to be a very busy term full of fun and 
learning.

 If you are interested in visiting or registering a child 
for Little Apples, please contact Jo on 07598 588460 
or email manager@littleapples.org . You can also visit 
www.littleapples.org.   We are currently allocating 
sessions up to July 2021, so please register as soon as 
possible to avoid disappointment. We take children 
from 2 years old. Some children receive 15 hours per 
week free from the term after they are 2, and all 3 and 4 
year-olds receive 15 hours per week. Some 3 and 4 year-
olds are entitled to 30 hours free pre-school per week. 
Information on what you are entitled to can be found at 
https://www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator  

OUR COMMUNITY

Butter Daisy Nursery
Last month at Butter Daisy Nursery, 
we embarked on our Summer of Fun 
celebrations - this year the theme was 
‘Once Upon a Time and Beyond.’ The 
children indulged themselves in fabulous activities based 
on some of their favourite authors. This awe-inspiring 
theme provided opportunities for the children to explore 

and delve into 
a range of 
literature; safely 
from the comfort 
of their suite with 
their friends and 
key people.

Our Summer 
of Fun ran for 
four weeks and 

in that time we explored the books of four fantastic 
authors. Week one’s theme was Brothers Grimm Fairy 
Tales where the children encountered a poisoned apple 
and an exploding volcano, followed breadcrumbs which 
led them to tasty gingerbread treats and went off to the 
Prince’s ball, riding a papier-mâché pumpkin carriage!

We then went on 
to explore books 
by Eric Carle.  
The children 
manoeuvred 
through a Very 
Busy Spider 
obstacle course, 
weaved through 
paper plate fruits 
like munching 
caterpillars and built a big caterpillar sculpture.

Next up was Julia Donaldson: we made sticky slime, 
explored cauldrons, potions and broomsticks, 
investigated Super Worm’s habitat and a Gruffalo 
sensory tray and made stickmen.

Finally, came our Dr. Seuss week.  The children played a 
game with the cat’s magical hat and some disappearing 
toys, explored eggs that had turned green and counted 
numbers in order with Thing 1 and Thing 2.

We capped off our spectacular summer with a 
Graduation Ceremony for the children leaving us for 
Big School.  Sadly, our mummies and daddies were not 
able to join us, but we did ensure that this was filmed 
for them. The children put on their hats and gowns, 
collected scrolls and sang celebratory songs before 
enjoying a party tea, games and a disco!

If you are interested in coming to visit the Butter team 
please call on 01256 882515 or visit our website for more 
information www.mydaisynursery.com
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payment system required them to duplicate information 
by maintaining hand written records. It does mean that 
with increasing workloads, patients have less continuity of 
care as ancillary staff take on more of the roles traditionally 
carried out by a GP. It is a very different job to the one he 
started out with.

Retiring in 2007, he is aware of how difficult it is to know 
when to seek medical help and when to self-care.  Nick’s 
advice is that it is better to call unnecessarily than not call 
at all.

Paul Flint

www.probusbasingstoke.club

How and Why I Became a GP   
Probus Club member, Dr Nick Waring, many 
years a partner at Gillies Health Centre in 
Brighton Hill, tells what prompted his calling. 

His father was 
involved with 
the St John’s 
Ambulance Brigade 
and the fact he 
also manufactured 
surgical needles 
encouraged Nick 
Waring’s interest 
in medicine. He 
joined the Welsh 
National School of 
Medicine in Cardiff 
in 1966 and recalled 
that practicing on 
patients was part 
of the curriculum. 
There was a saying “see one, do one, teach one.” 

The first baby he delivered as a student arrived the evening 
man landed on the moon. It was a boy and, of course, 
named Neil.

His first job was in Southampton working for Prof. 
Donald Acheson, who became the national Chief Medical 
Officer. Even though Nick was now qualified as a doctor, 
his training involved two more years in various jobs in 
hospitals, followed by another year as a trainee. 

In 1972 he started in Basingstoke as a GP with a patient list 
growing from 0 to 3,500 in about eighteen months. This 
needed an on-call rota system working one night in five with 
a full day’s work either side.  Probably half of the maternity 
patients were delivered under the care of a GP and it was 
surprising how many went into labour in the middle of the 
night.  There were no mobile phones in those days, so out 
of hours calls came from home via a pager. He would then 
have to find a phone to re-plan the route around the patch. 
His low point came when he was called out of bed five times 
after midnight. The change to the Hantsdoc co-op came just 
in time as most GPs were on their knees.

Patient records were, in those days, hand written on 
cards, kept in a brown envelope and stored in filing 
cabinets. Introducing computerisation made a significant 
difference, allowing the practice to tailor their provision of 
service to improve care, although for a few years the NHS 
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Mobile phones made things much easier, even 
if they were the size of a brick in those days!

Filing cabinets are a thing of the past now
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What does the dandelion have in 
common with tyres, gloves, and  
balloons? John Stubbs has all  

the answers.  
Well yeh, it’s just a weed: find it anywhere in Bramley.  A 
garish yellow flower head, or an enormous number of seeds 
to be scattered by the wind, and a great long root that 
defies extraction from lawn or flowerbed. It makes a pretty 
unreliable clock, and a wine with pretty undesirable side 
effects.  So, who wants dandelions?  Thereby hangs a tale, 
or two.

All plants have to live with the possibility of being eaten: 
it sort of goes with the territory.  Hence nearly all have 
devised, the hard way, some form of anti-grazing strategy – 
sometimes physical things like prickles, or chemical defence 
like poisons and unpleasant flavours. Stinging nettles, 
brambles, and the like invest heavily in such techniques, and 
they work.  From chilli to tea, plants make compounds to 
discourage browsers: though some of them can be tamed to 
suit our tastes, and we select some of them to help our own 
defences; many flavours we go for are part of the natural 
armoury of the parent plant.  So it is with latex – certainly 
not something we can eat, but it’s made by many plants 
in one form or another with a horrid taste and a valuable 
ability to seal a wound to the plant’s skin.  It really wouldn’t 
have been foreseen by any plant that it’d be so good for 
tyres, gloves, balloons or any of the vast range of things now 
made of natural rubber.  Despite all attempts, synthetic 
rubber has never been as good as natural latex for quite a 
few applications.

One tree in particular was found to produce a good latex and 
could withstand being tapped to give a more or less continual 
supply.  The commercialisation of this process, however, 
led to worker exploitation on an enormous scale, and has 
some of the saddest tales of abuse in the history of industrial 
agriculture.  The end result was that with just one source 
of rubber, a tree that only grows in the tropics, Northern 
countries wishing to wage war were hard pressed to get 
supplies.  But wait – wait!  Here come the dandelions!  After 
the First World War, Russia had been looking for alternative 
sources of latex, and had found a traditional use of chewing 
gum in Kazakhstan, made from - yes – dandelion root.  The 
Soviet Union set up a development plant in the Ukraine, with 
modest if costly production.  Come the Second World War, 
Germany was in urgent need of rubber, and it happened 
that in 1941 the Wehrmacht annexed this area, including the 
rubber plant and its technology – even some of the staff.  

German progress with latex manufacture from the Russian 
Dandelion continued throughout the rest of the war with 
plantations around Auschwitz, where, of course, conscripted 
labour was freely available. Selective plant-breeding 
improved yields, but production never achieved the sort 
tonnage that had been hoped for, it was slow and expensive 
to process.  Blockade-running ships from far-east sources 
were more effective in supplying the enormous amounts of 
rubber needed by the war machine.

These dandelion plants continued to be grown on a small 
scale afterwards.  A particular incentive now is that, as the 
far-eastern rubber trees are nearly all clones of one variety, 
any disease could ravage plantations worldwide and 
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rapidly cut production. Hence alternative sources could 
be vital – literally, considering the wide range of medical 
applications where synthetic oil-based materials are 
unsuitable.  Another factor is that palm oil is a competing 
industry in the traditional rubber-tree areas, and is quicker 
to produce profits.

In April of this year a large tyre company in Germany gained 
multiple awards for its development of tyres, now on the 
market, made from dandelion latex.  The crop can be grown 
on poor quality soils and being local, transport emissions 
are much reduced. Getting such radical technology to 
large scale production, however, is no easy job.  One of 
their ingenious ideas has been to use spinach harvesting 
machinery: after all, the process is not that different from its 
normal job. Instead of harvesting the leaves and discarding 
the root, though, the leaves are dumped, and the roots 
saved.  Lateral thinking, or what?

The German rubber research had been carried out at a 
laboratory of the Kaiser-Wilhelm-Institut, where the acting 
director for Chemistry in 1938 was one Lisa Meitner. 
Another director, an avid Nazi seeking her position and who 
later ran the rubber programme, informed the Party that she, 
being Jewish, was planning escape.  This did not endear him 
to the remaining staff, it seems. Her subsequent career as a 
brilliant physicist, discovering the basis of nuclear fission, 
is another story altogether.   Strangely enough, though, her 
grave lies in St James’s Churchyard, Bramley.
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When it comes to thinking about the future of 
your loved ones it is important to have plans in 
place to cover all eventualities should anything 
happen to you. 
Many people put off planning for the future 
because it is something they would rather not 
think about, or choose to worry about it at a 
later date – after all few people like to face up 
to the eventuality of their passing. 
If this sounds like you, your loved ones could 
be left with some very complicated issues to 
resolve at a difficult and emotional time.  
It is worth remembering that if you do not 
make a Will, when you die your estate will be 
dealt with according to the Rules of Intestacy, 
where the law dictates who inherits your estate. 
This may be against your wishes, especially if 
you are unmarried or live with your partner. 
At Phillips Solicitors, our expert 
lawyers in our Wills and Probate 
team, understand the importance of planning 
for the future.  

That is why we specialise in providing clear, 
straightforward advice so you can make 
informed, positive decisions. 
In addition to drafting and reviewing Wills, we 
offer a wide range of other services too. These 
include dealing with your affairs after your 
death through our probate service, where 
we wind up your estate with sensitivity 
and understanding and help your 
family get through what can be a very confusing 
and upsetting time. 
We can arrange for Lasting Powers of Attorney 
(LPAs) to be set up, so that someone can 
take care of your decisions in the event that 
you lose capacity, maybe as a result of an 
accident or illness. 
Our team can also arrange and administer 
trusts to ensure your assets are protected and 
your family is looked after. 

Planning 
for the 
future

Lucy Watson

INFORMATION

To find out how we can help you plan for the future, please contact Lucy Watson,  
who is the head of our Wills and Probate team, by emailing lucy.watson@phillips-law.co.uk  

or by calling 01256 854646. 
Alternatively, for more information about our wide range of legal services please visit  

www.phillips-law.co.uk

Hampshire County 
Councillor Update

Climate change
Hampshire County Council has 
announced the first initiatives to 
help Hampshire residents reduce 
their carbon footprint. Community 
projects include a Telephone 
Helpline offering advice from energy 
choice to insulation, establishing a 
Community Energy Network 
across Hampshire and a Targeted 
Residential Solar Group Buying 
Scheme. Parishes and communities 
are encouraged to take part in the 
sustainable community Greening 
campaign (http://www.greening-
campaign.org/). The climate change 
Action Plan is due to be presented to 
the HCC Cabinet on 29th September.

https://www.hants.gov.uk/
landplanningandenvironment/
environment/climatechange

Hampshire Highways are now 
re-using recycled material from old 
roads. Materials are screened, crushed 
and blended cleanly and quietly ready 
for re-use. With around 5,500 miles 
of roads this will make a significant 
contribution to reducing our carbon 
footprint. Over 40 new temporary 

footpaths and cycleways have been 
installed across Hampshire. HCC have 
bid for £3.45 million from Government 
to build more highways schemes to 
support social distancing, encourage 
walking and cycling and assist 
economic recovery. 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/
News/21082020TransportPopUps

Emergency Response teams 
responded to areas of flash flooding 
clearing debris from gullies following 
the heavy storms across the County. 
Further information and advice is 
available below:

https://www.hants.gov.uk/community/
emergencyplanning

https://www.hants.gov.
uk/News/yourhampshire/
yhnov19keepinghampshiremoving

Household Waste Recycling 
Centres have safe social distancing 
measures in place for staff and 
residents. Only book the slots you need 
and it’s easy to cancel a booking if you 
change your mind. Booking slots are 
available up to seven days in advance.  
“Don’t let your waste slot go to waste”. 
On a typical Saturday/Sunday we have 
seen up to 60 no-shows at our bigger 
HWRC sites.

Covid-19
In spite of an increase in number of 
cases in Hampshire, the situation 
remains relatively stable and well 
below the English average. However 
the pestilence is still out there so please 
remain careful and vigilant. 

Suicides
A worrying trend. There were 5691 
suicides in England & Wales in 2019, 
the highest rate for 20 years. Three 
quarters of the deaths were male. 

School transport for  
the autumn term
HCC has secured £1m from 
Government to help with getting the 
children to school.

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan MBE 
Member for Calleva Division 
Hampshire County Council
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GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477
(home)

07818 422191
(mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com
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WHAT’S ON

Mondays

Badminton Village Hall

Boxercise Cross House

Petite Dance Village Hall

Hipp Pilates Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 9am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Cubs 6.30-8pm School Hall

Trail Runners 7.3opm Clift Meadow car park

Tuesdays
Parish Council Meetings  
3rd Tuesday of the month

Bramley Room, 
Village Hall 

Badminton Village Hall

Bell Ringing 8pm St James’s

Karate Primary School Hall

Petite Dance Village Hall

Slimming World Brocas Hall

Short Mat Bowls Village Hall

Tuesday Club St Stephen’s Hall

WG Pilates 9.15 – 10.15am Cross House

Pilates 9.30am Brocas Hall

0-5 Toddler Group 10.15 - 11.45am Clift Meadow Pavilion

WG Pilates 6.45 – 7.45pm Cross House

Walking 4 Fitness & Friendship 
6.50 for 7pm (March-Sept) Clift Meadow car park

Hipp Pilates 7-9pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Table Tennis - 7pm St Stephen’s Hall, 
Little London

Wednesdays

1st Bramley Brownies Village Hall

Guides 7.30pm Village Hall

Rainbows Village Hall

Scouts Primary School Hall

WG Pilates  9.15 – 10.15am Cross House

Caterpillar Music 9.45am Village Hall

Bramley Tea and Coffee morning 
10-11.30am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 6.30pm & 8.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Yoga with Sam 6.45pm & 8pm Brocas Hall 

Trail Runners 7.30pm Clift Meadow car park

Thursdays
Bramley & Romans Floral 
Society 1st Thursday

Sherfield on Loddon 
Village Hall

Dance Club Primary School Hall

Lunch Club 2nd Thursday Cross House

Pilates St Stephen’s Hall

WI 2nd Thursday Village Hall

Yoga for Sleep and Stress  
1st Thursday Village Hall

Perform 5.45pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hatha Yoga 6.30-7.30pm Cross House

Pregnancy yoga 6.30pm Village Hall

Activ8 youth club 
Years 3,4,5 and 6: 4pm - 5.30pm
Years 7 8 and 9: 5.30pm - 7pm

Brocas Hall

Beavers 6.30pm - 7.30pm School Hall

Zumba 6.45pm Village Hall

Hipp Pilates 7-8pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Fridays

Hatha Yoga 9.30-10.45am Cross House

Muddy Fingers 10:00 - 10:50am Brocas Hall

Pilates 11.30am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hipp Pilates 1.30-2.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 3.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Beavers 6.30pm - 7.30pm School Hall

Saturdays

Good for Mums Hiit Fix Cross House

Ladies Boxercise Cross House

Petite Dance Village Hall

Sundays

See page 5 for Church services at St James’s Bramley 

Do you have a listing on this page?  If so, please  
can you check that the details are correct and let 
me have the timings if they are missing.   
Any corrections or additions can be emailed to 
editor@bramleymagazine.org.uk
THANK YOU
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WHAT’S ON
Contact Details for Village Clubs and Organisations

Organisation Name Tel No Email Remarks

Parish Council Maxta Thomas 07810 692486 www.bramleypc.co.uk 
parishclerk@bramleypc.co.uk Not for bookings

Clift Meadow Eileen Gulston 881125 e.e.gulston@gmail.com Bookings

Cross House Steve Day 07341 552732 crosshousebramley@gmail.com Bookings

Village Hall Catriona Hayward 07464 749997 Bookings@bvht.org.uk Bookings

School Hall Alison Tarrant 881339

Activ8 youth club Colette Bibby colette@bdyc.org.uk

Badminton Jane Matthews 881647

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts Jodie Saunders 881113 jodie@bramley-scouts.org.uk

Bell ringers Terry Cooper 881102
Bramley Out of School 
Club/Holiday Club Julie Belam 07711 339306 info@bramleyoutofschoolclub.com  

www.bramleyoutofschoolclub.com

Bramley United FC Mick Walsh 07802 912615/ 
01256 881241 michael.p.walsh@openreach.co.uk

Bramley Volunteer Drivers 07787 166924 Visit us on Facebook

Brownies Katie Slater and  
Jayne White 07545 319342 bramley.brownies@gmail.com Now Weds only

Caterpillar Music Jasmine McCarthy 07952 935021 jasmine.mccarthy@caterpillarmusic.com

Country Music Roy Seymour 07917 744780 No children please

Floral Society Joyce Rawlinson 889040

Guides Ailsa Stockwell 07584 676931

Hatha Yoga Jacqui Morris 07539 432228 jacqui.morris28@gmail.com
HiiTFix  
(Postnatal Exercise) Helen Hill 07766 554599 helen@goodformums.co.uk 

www.goodformums.co.uk 
Hipp Pilates Jo Kemp Williams 07557 412400 jo.kemp-williams@outlook.com

Ladies Boxercise Helen Hill  07766 554599 helen@ladiesboxercise.co.uk 
www.ladiesboxercise.co.uk

Little Apples Jo Whatley & Sian 
Davies 07598 588460 manager@littleapples.org

Lunch Club Chris Woodward 884065

Muddy Fingers Lauren Dotor Cespedes 07775 594463 info@muddyfingersgardenclub.co.uk

Naturally Yoga with Sam Samantha Webber 07713 349227 www.naturallyyoga.co.uk  
sam@naturalnook.co.uk

Perform Gemma Payne 07825 916496 gemmapayne@perform.org.uk

Petite Dance Louise Pain 07877 890673 misslouise.petite@outlook.com

Pilates Heather Lewis 07785 254313 hsfitnessuk@mac.com

Pilates Kelly James 07789 487499 kkellyjames@aol.com

Pilates (WG Pilates) Wendy Gill 07961 102535 wendygill44@yahoo.co.uk

Royal British Legion Rhydian Vaughan 07774 681516

Short Mat Bowls John & Pauline Walker 881065

Slimming World Casey 07950 838937 ww.slimmingworld.co.uk

St Stephen’s Hall Doreen Quilter 850394 doreen.quilter@btinternet.com Bookings

Thula Mama Rebecca Cooch 07971 798945 rebecca.cooch@gmail.com

Trail Runners Richard Perkins richardperkins@yahoo.com

Walking 4 Fitness  
& Friendship Julie Wilson juliebelam12@gmail.com

See Facebook: 
Walking 4 Fitness  
& Friendship

WI Pat Cole 881715 gpcoles37@gmail.com

Yoga Mark Golding 07969 890722 goldingyoga@gmail.com  
goldingyoga.com

Zumba Gisella Soulsby 07704 918050 zumbagisella1@gmail.com

0-5s club Olivia Shepherd 07976 131638 Omshep@outlook.com



30

CLASSIFIED ADVERTS

To advertise in the classified section and reach 
2000 homes in and around Bramley for as little  

as £2 per line. Contact: Keith Dilliway  
bram.mag.adverts@gmail.com

Traditional Plasterer (Dave): All aspects of plastering. 
Small works welcome 07958 670774 - 01256 364991

Professional foot care in the comfort of your own home 
Fay Curtis 07780 664410 www.faycurtis.co.uk

Tuition in French, German, Spanish (and other 
languages). Group and private lessons available.  
info@linguatastic.com / 01256 471474

To advertise here email Keith on bram.mag.adverts@gmail.com

Disclaimer: Bramley Magazine is intended to provide readers 
with information they may find useful and of interest. We take all 
reasonable steps to keep this information current and accurate, 
but errors can occur. The editor reserves the right to make changes 
to any contributions. Bramley Magazine is not responsible for and 
does not endorse any advertising, products, or opinions expressed 
in this publication and shall not be liable to any party as a result of 
information published herein.
All photographs are included with kind permission and may not be 
reproduced.
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Across
1SPACEMAN
9AQUARIAN
10FAIR
11CATHETOMETER
13ABUNDANT
15ORDAIN
16BERG
17DANCE
18ARCH
20CORNET
21CAMBODIA
23COACHBUILDER
26INNS
27ENDORSEE
28MINIGOLF

Down
2PLAYABLE
3CARCINOGENIC
4MANTRA
5NAME
6EUROZONE
7KILT
8ENTRENCH
12ENDEAVOURING
14TONIC
16BICYCLES
17DATABASE
19CRIMINAL
22MEDIAN
24AIDS
25ITEM

Cryptic Crossword No: 41 Solution

CodeWord No: 28 Solution

TRUSTEES AT CITIZENS ADVICE 
BASINGSTOKE   
Trustees are the people in charge of a charity, and at Citizens 
Advice Basingstoke we are extremely fortunate to have a 
team of 7 Trustees. We thank them for the work they do.

They play a vital role, volunteering their time and working 
together to make important decisions about the charity’s work. 
Our Trustees ensure Citizens Advice Basingstoke has a clear 
strategy, and that its work and goals are in line with its vision. 

They safeguard the charity’s assets – both physical assets, 
including property, and intangible ones, such as its 
reputation. They make sure these are used well and that the 
charity is run sustainably. 

Perhaps you have skills or experiences that could help us?  If 
you are interested in becoming a Trustee of Citizens Advice 
Basingstoke do contact us

Or if you have a problem, then maybe we could help you 

Call us on 0300 3309 064  
Chat online: citizensadvice.org.uk/contact-us 
Website: www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk 
Or search on the National Citizens advice website  
www.citizensadvice.org.uk

Manufactured by SWS UK

Fully insulated
Custom made & British built
Free no obligation quotations 
Best Price Guarantee
Free 7 year motor warranty

Roller Garage Doors Centre

Roller Garage Doors Centre 
(Part of Access and Security Systems Ltd)

T. 01256 962660

Fitting Garage 
Doors since 1995

FREE 

7 YEAR 
MOTOR 
WARRANTY

www.rollergaragedoorscentre.co.uk
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