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8th October 2020 
 
 
Bramley Brook/Footpath behind Bramley School and Strawberry Fields 
 
A matter that has been of long-time concern to Bramley residents and Bramley Parish Council is the 
ongoing issues surrounding Bramley Brook, and the footpath that runs alongside it, from the culvert 
on Bramley Lane and then up behind Bromelia Close and Strawberry Fields (please see map at Figure 
1).  
 
For some years, the brook has regularly been blocked at the Bramley Lane culvert due to lack of 
maintenance and rubbish thrown into it (see photos at Figures 2 and 3), as well as other points further 
downstream.  The brook also floods periodically when there are heavy rains.  This is partially due to 
the amount of water that enters the nearby pumping station, which has proven inadequate to deal 
with the water levels during heavy rain.  In recent years it has broken down regularly during spells of 
bad weather, which has resulted in local residents having to deal with sewage flooding into their 
gardens.  The Parish Council is aware of incidents of this happening in North Row, and further 
downstream at a new development, Centenary Fields.  There have been two incidents of this 
happening earlier this year.  As climate change continues to affect our weather patterns, we expect 
this problem to continue to be a regular one unless a solution is sought. 
 
A further issue has arisen with the recent removal of a willow tree, in that the bank that the tree was 
on has now partially collapsed, and will continue to collapse as time goes on (see picture at Figure 4).  
It should be noted that this is not the only point where the bank is collapsing – there are other areas.   
 
Leading on from this, the footpath alongside the brook is also in a very poor state of repair.  It floods 
regularly in places due to water coming up through manhole covers (see photos at Figures 5 and 5.1).  
This has been exacerbated since the Centenary Fields build as water is now backing along the stream 
from there as well.   The path has also risen up and is very uneven in many places causing a major trip 
hazard to users of the path (see photos at Figures 6 and 6.1).  Indeed, the Parish Council reported this 



issue to Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council earlier this year, but as far as we are aware no action 
has been taken.  This footpath runs behind Bramley School and Strawberry Fields, and is used regularly 
by parents and children for access to the School.   
 
We have many more photos to offer as evidence should they be required. 
 
The Parish Council’s understanding is that the Environment Agency is responsible for the brook itself, 
and that Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council are responsible for the land surrounding it, including 
the footpath that runs alongside the brook.  However, it is exceedingly clear that very little care or 
maintenance of the area is being carried out, which means that what were once minor issues have 
become major issues which will continue to grow without any decisive action being taken.   
 
Bramley Parish Council feel that a cohesive approach from multiple agencies is urgently needed, 
particularly the Environment Agency, Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council, and Thames Water.  
More work is required than the occasional visit from the Borough Council street cleaning team.  Please 
could you let us know what your proposed action plan is for dealing with these issues? 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Maxta Thomas 
Clerk to Bramley Parish Council 
 
  



 
Figure 1 – Map of Bramley Lane, Bromelia Close, Strawberry Fields 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2 - Bramley Lane culvert – 28/08/2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Figure 3 - Bramley lane culvert – 7/10/2020 Figure 4 - Collapsed bank – 3/10/2020 
  

  
Figure 5 – Manhole cover on footpath 
3/10/2020 

Figure 5.1 - Manhole cover on footpath 
3/10/2020 



  
Figure 6 – Footpath behind Bromelia Close 
3/10/2020 

Figure 6.1 – Footpath flooding behind Bromelia 
Close 3/10/2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


